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November 19, 2020

Erin Dilworth 
Policy & Technical Program Manager 
Citizens for a Healthy Bay 
535 Dock Street, Suite 213 
Tacoma, WA 98402 
edilworth@healthbay.org 

Re: BPA Tacoma Occidental Sludge Site Draft Periodic Review Report 

 Site Name: BPA Tacoma Occidental Sludge

 Site Address: Taylor Way and E West Road, Tacoma, Washington 98421

 Facility/Site No: 1262

 Cleanup Site No: 3911

Dear Erin Dilworth: 

The Department of Ecology (Ecology) thanks you for your review of Draft periodic review report 

for the BPA Tacoma Occidental Sludge site, and providing Ecology with your comments 

(Enclosure-E). 

Below are Ecology’s responses to Citizens for a Healthy Bay’s (CHB) comments: 

General Comment 1 

In our review of the groundwater sampling report, it appears that the groundwater on site 

flows from the east toward the containment cell and from the west toward the cell – there 

does not appear to be any up-down gradient. Based on that observation, Ecology needs 

to provide an explanation for why Well 1-20 - which is upgradient of the contamination - 

has the highest concentration of contaminants. 

Ecology Response: 

Historically the groundwater gradient at the BPA site was to the east or northeast across the site 

putting wells 1-20 and 7-26 in a downgradient position relative to the mound/containment unit 

(see Figures in Enclosure A). The November 2019 sampling round did reveal a shift in flows 

observed across the site (see Enclosure B) and was likely a result of heavy localized 

precipitation during that period. This gradient will be confirmed during the November 2020, and 
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